Effect of opioid antagonist naloxone on maternal motivation in albino rats.
We studied the effect of nonselective antagonist of opioid receptor naloxone on the behavior of albino female rats on days 4-6 after delivery. Intraperitoneal injection of naloxone (5 mg/kg) significantly stimulated maternal reactions (increased the number of approaches to pups, decreased the latency of their transfer into new location). Intranasal naloxone (1 mg/kg) produced similar changes. Naloxone in intraperitoneal dose of 1 mg/kg and intranasal dose of 0.2 mg/kg virtually did not modify maternal behavior.